THE   FRANCO-GERMAN   WAR
of diplomatic defeat the sting of personal humiliation*
Taking Bismarck at his word, and professing to
believe that Leopold's candidature had been purely
a Hohenzollern family affair, he instructed Benedetti,
the French ambassador in Berlin, to pay a personal
visit to William, at that time taking the waters at
Ems, and require him (i) to confirm the truth of
Leopold's withdrawal and give an assurance that it
had his approval; and (2) to add an undertaking
that in no circumstances would he allow his
candidature to be resumed.
Circumstances seemed to favour Benedetti. He
met the King walking on the promenade. William
recognised him, beckoned to him, and himself
introduced the delicate subject by showing a copy
of the Cologne Gazette which contained an announce-
^ment of the prince's renunciation. He was evidently
relieved by the news. He had realised the danger
of trouble with France. He did not want a war
with France, and he conversed with Benedetti in
an exceptionally friendly manner. He had no
difficulty in assuring the French ambassador privately
and informally that he was glad that the awkward
business was finished; but when the ambassador
pressed his second demand he bridled up and gave
an emphatic, although entirely polite, refusal. He
declared the discussion closed and said good-bye.
He could not give a pledge so derogatory to his
dignity. Further information having reached Ems,
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